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First-Ever NCJW/LA Back 2 School Store 
Set for July 2015

NCJW/LA’s Women Helping 
Children is excited to announce its 
newest program: the Back 2 School 
Store (B2SS)! Set for July 19, 2015, 
the first Back 2 School Store will 
enable children from the Los Angeles 
area to “shop” for brand-new clothing, 
shoes, backpacks, and school supplies 
at a one-day “department store” to start 
the new school year. This program will 
address the challenges many families 
face throughout Los Angeles.

“I was amazed when I saw a Back 
2 School Store in action at the NCJW 
Peninsula Section on Long Island, 
and immediately realized that the 
B2SS program would be a perfect fit 
for NCJW/LA,” said Peggy Shapiro, 
B2SS Co-Chair. “Providing new clothes 
and school supplies to hundreds of 
underserved kids is a hands-on way for 
our community to continue our mission 
of reaching out to L.A.’s neediest 
families, and I encourage everyone to 
get involved!”

We are pleased to announce that 
we will be partnering with Jewish 
Family Service of Los Angeles who 
brings with them their successful Tools 
for Schools program. Together we will 
work to meet the needs of our youth, 
jointly providing a community resource 
fair for parents and families of the 
participating children. Additionally, 
we are looking for volunteers of all 

interests and backgrounds to 
help in the months leading 
up to and on the day of the 
event. Specifically we need 
community groups willing to 
host drives to collect new 
items for the store: schools, 
synagogues, churches, Girl 
Scout troops, bridge clubs…
you name it, we want your 
help!

Our goal is to work 
together to bring confidence, 
smiles, and support to more 
than 250 children and their 
families at the Back 2 School 
Store. We know that with the 
dedication and support of 
everyone at NCJW/LA and 
JFS, we can achieve this goal, 
and more! Contact Rachel 
Resnick at 323-852-8505 
or whc@ncjwla.org to learn 
more about how you can get 
involved.

a project of NCJW
NCJW’s St. Louis section has hosted a Back 2 School Store for 
14 years and serves as our model for the program



advocacyFor many generations and through 
many changes in the landscape of 

Los Angeles, the National Council of 
Jewish Women has done the work.  
It is impossible to imagine how different 
our community would be if NCJW/LA 
was not around doing the work to help 
women, children and families throughout 
Los Angeles. It all started with a 
commitment by a group of women and, 
eventually, some men who were willing 
to provide direct services and programs 
to those in need. What they started 
worked and it worked well.

Today NCJW/LA is still about that 
commitment. We are about a Board of 
Directors and staff committed to the 
mission of grassroots volunteers and 
staff who advocate and provide services 
to make a difference. We are about the 
volunteers who take the time to be there 
for our community every week, listening 
to those in need, bringing art back into 
classrooms, or helping kids with their 
homework. We are about being creative 
in how we address the needs of our 
community. We are about being flexible 
and adapting to our changing world.

NCJW/LA is made up of a diverse 
group of people who represent the 
diversity of our community. We are 
women and men who provide for 
the women, children and families 
in our community. The work we do 
is accomplished through our many 
programs and services as well as our 
partnerships with other organizations 
and agencies throughout Los Angeles. 

For anything to “work” we must “do 
the work” together, joining with others  
to create a community. No one works 
well in a vacuum. NCJW/LA has always 
chosen the path of openness, 
involvement and acceptance of everyone. 
It is challenging, exciting, fun and 
rewarding and you can be a part of it. So 
don’t sit on the sidelines. Get involved, 
create community with us, and let us 
work together to create change and 
make a difference. 

The Advocacy Committee is excited about greeting 2015 by 
developing unique new programs and presenting educational 
documentaries. We begin with the 42nd annual celebration of  

Roe v. Wade and reproductive justice, featuring stories from the frontline 
of the modern day struggle for reproductive justice to be read by celebrity 
guests including Amy Brenneman and L. Scott Caldwell. A brief history of 
how Roe came to be was followed by a reception. 

In February we honor Black History Month and commemorate the Civil 
Rights Movement in a program co-sponsored by The Freedom Riders. We 
will celebrate the solidarity of Black and Jewish activists in the struggle for 
equality in the South. 

We were thrilled to present the new, and highly-praised, film Pride. This 
film is based on a true story set in 1984 in the U.K., during the historic 
strike by the National Union of Mineworkers and the long and bitter 
opposition by Margaret Thatcher. It depicts the gay and lesbian activists 
who unexpectedly allied themselves with the striking miners in their 
time of need, raised money for them, and lent them vital support. We are 

working with several production 
companies to bring other new and 
exciting documentaries and films 
to our 2015 Film Series. 

Our Advocacy Committee 
has grown with new members 
who are contributing new ideas 
and becoming actively involved 
in “hands-on” projects. We invite 
you to join us for our monthly 
meetings to plan our programs, 

decide on potential speakers, meet our elected officials, and lobby on 
issues that impact women, children and families.  

For more information, contact Ruth Williams at (323) 852-8503  
or ruth@ncjwla.org.

Congressman Adam Schiff

Ruth Zeitzew, NCJW/LA Advocacy Chair with 
Stephen Rohde, Chair of Bend the Arc, Ann 
Rushton and Fran Lapides of the League of 
Women Voters. KCAL9 Political Reporter Dave Bryan; Adam 

Winkler, UCLA Law School; Chantale Fiebig, 
Associate with Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher; and 
Michael Shapiro, Professor of Law at USC 
Gould School of Law.
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Message from the President

Shelli Dodell 
Board President

Hillary Selvin 
Executive Director



NCJW/LA staff passes out books at the City 
of West Hollywood’s “WeHo Reads” Event

Stuffed animals collected by Sinai Temple 
Religious School families

women
children

helping
Art & Literacy Programs  
for Youth

Women Helping Children has 
been busy creating new 
community connections and 

returning to our school and shelter 
partners with our Art and Literacy 
Programs. We continued our year 
round Book Giveaway program, this 
time at the City of West Hollywood’s 
“WeHo Reads Noir” event where we 
gave out 200 books to participants. 
We also participated in the service fair 
for Milken Community High School to 
create connections with their students 
for our volunteer opportunities and 
Advocacy Teen Working Group. 

Rosewood and Laurel Span Schools 
have been working hard building their 
vocabularies, memorizing multiplication 
tables and gaining the confidence 
and self-esteem that comes along 
with understanding their assignments. 
With the rehiring of library aides in 
elementary schools across LAUSD, 
we have brand new partners to work 
with in support of our Light Up a 
Library program. With input from 
teachers, aides, students and principals 
we purchased over 5,000 dollars in 
books for our library partners over 
the summer and fall months. These 
books are already on the shelves and 
are incredibly popular with Light Up a 
Library students. 

Art Pals and Art Bridges Culture 
have been busy creating some beautiful 
art work during the fall semester. From 
Panamanian Molas to contemporary 
portraiture, over 600 students are 
receiving art education from our 
volunteers. During the winter months, 
students will be spreading out across 
the city on field trips to the Hammer, 
Fowler and Pepperdine Art Museums to 
see fabulous works of art up close and 
personal. 

a project of NCJW

Our partnerships also benefit 
NCJW events. As part of our new 
partnership with Sinai Temple’s 
Sisterhood, Religious School families 
collected over 300 stuffed animals to 
donate to our Clothing Giveaway The 
students of Brawerman East collected 
over 200 books for our Clothing 
Giveaway as well. We are thankful to 
have so much community support to 
help children in need! 

Our Homework Club students 
are hard at work every Tuesday and 
Thursday under the guidance of 
our amazing volunteers. Students at 

Art Bridges Culture students creating art  
at Shenandoah
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We welcome your involvement 
in the Back 2 School Store. 
There are many ways to help 
support this great project!

SIGN UP FOR ONE OF 
OUR TEAMS to help plan 
the store! We have teams 
focused on: Acquistions, 
Community Outreach, Family 
Resources, Public Relations, 
Site Management and Volunteer 
Organization. 

DONATE BRAND NEW 
CLOTHING ITEMS. We 
are looking for pants, shirts, 
sweatshirts, socks, underwear 
and shoes for Boys and Girls 
ages 4–16. 

CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
SPONSORSHIP OF THE 
EVENT. We have a special giving 
level of $180 as a Child Sponsor 
which will cover all of the items 
provided to one child at the store. 

HOST A DRIVE TO COLLECT 
NEW ITEMS with your community 
group. We would love to come 
and speak to your group about 
collecting items for the Back 2 
School Store. 

VOLUNTEER ON THE DAY OF 
THE STORE in July 2015. We 
will also need volunteers helping 
to build and break down the store 
on the weeks before and after  
July 19, 2015. 

TO GET INVOLVED  
please contact Rachel Resnick  
at (323) 852-8505 or  
whc@ncjwla.org



women
women

helping

Community Counseling and 
Support Services

Esther Lewin Survival Fund 
Fundraiser: Every year, WHW holds a 
fundraiser to support The Esther Lewin 
Emergency Survival Fund, which helps 
hundreds of at-risk clients and families 
throughout the year meet their basic 
needs. This year, the ESF is featuring 
a performance by Judi Sadwosky, a TV 
and Magazine writer praised for her 
humor, wit and poignant observations 
on life. The fundraiser will be held at 
Council House on Sunday, January 
25th. Tickets may be purchased on 
our website at ncjwla.org/events or by 
calling (323) 852-8515.

Holiday Gift Program: Thanks to 
everyone who donated items and 
helped support our Holiday Gift 
Program! Generous contributions from 
the community and our volunteers will 
help WHW provide 125 gift bags full of 
toys, hygiene products and other gifts 
to at-risk and low-income men, women 
and children. This program creates an 
opportunity for people struggling with 
poverty to provide gifts and food for 
their families this holiday season.    

Scholarships: We had an amazing 
85 applicants for our fall 2014 cycle 
of WHW scholarships. The WHW 
Scholarship Committee will choose 
eight people to reward for the following 
academic semester. These scholarships 
provide people facing social and 
economic setbacks an opportunity to 
improve their quality of life.

Clothesline Project: We are looking 
forward to participating in our 3rd 
Annual Clothesline Exhibit this spring. 
This year, the Clothesline Art Reception 
will be held Wednesday, April 15th. This 
event raises awareness of the violence 
committed against women, children 
and other vulnerable populations. The 
art exhibit will also give community 
members a rare opportunity to see 
some of the healing that takes place as 
a result of our work and to learn about 
the many ways that Women Helping 
Women works to prevent violence in 
our community.  

We want to extend a special thank you to our board member 
extraordinaire Gail Cohen, who has worked tirelessly on getting 
donations for the Holiday Gift Program as well as putting 
together and promoting the ESF Fundraiser. Gail donates her 
time and resources to these programs and we so appreciate 
her generosity and humor. Thank you Gail!

“Fresh activity is the only means of overcoming adversity.”  
~ Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

NCJW/LA Welcomes 
New Director of Women 
Helping Women
Welcome Rachel Donaldson, 
LCSW. Originally from the 
East Coast and a graduate 
of Harvard University, Rachel 
moved to Los Angeles to work 
for the Hollywood Women’s 
Political Committee in the early 
1990s. She joined the Streisand 
Foundation as a program officer 
before receiving her masters 
in social work from USC. Since 
graduating she has worked as a 
therapist as well as a manager in 
community mental health, non-
profit and health care agencies. 
She has spent the last 10 years 
in the Education and Training 
Department at Kaiser Permanente 
where she developed curriculum 
and provided programs and 
training for both the staff and 
Kaiser members in mindfulness, 
mind body medicine, yoga and 
the management of depression, 
anxiety and anger. She has 
extensive training in mindfulness, 
yoga and self-compassion and 
is a certified teacher of both 
Mindfulness Based Stress 
Reduction and Mindfulness Based 
Cognitive Therapy for Depression.   
Rachel is a vegan and lives in 
Venice with her three children 
and husband. She loves to run, 
meditate, dance and be in nature.

From the Clothesline Exhibit
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Council Thrift Shops celebrated 
90 years of service to the 
community on November 

15 and 16 at our eight locations 
throughout Los Angeles and the San 
Fernando Valley.

During this anniversary event, 
NCJW/LA had FREE giveaways 
including over 4,000 shopping 
tote bags along with a special 
commemorative chocolate engraved 
candy for all our donors and customers.  
All the stores also had apparel at 
hugely discounted prices. There were 
lines of customers at all stores as 
the excitement of the event grew 
throughout the two days.

Over the past 90 years, National 
Council of Jewish Women/Los 
Angeles’ Council Thrift Shops have 
become a leading thrift store in and 
around Los Angeles. Now going into 
our 91st year, Council Thrift Shops 
continue to change and grow while 

In Memory of  
Sylvia Schulman
The Scholarship Committee 
remembers and honors Sylvia 
Schulman for all of the contributions 
she made to the Scholarship Program 
and Women Helping Women. Sylvia 
passed away this year but her spirit 
and altruism lives on at NCJW/LA 
in the form of the two scholarships 
she founded: The Samuel Schulman 
Memorial Scholarship and the 
Susan Schulman Begley Memorial 
Scholarship. If you would like to make a 
contribution to either scholarship fund 
in memory of Sylvia, please contact 
whw@ncjwla.org or 323-852-8515.

Sylvia Schulman, Scholarship Donor 
(back row left); with other Women Helping 
Women Volunteers.

supporting the amazing work of 
NCJW/LA to help women, children 
and families through direct services 
and programs.

We will always be around to help 
people who cannot afford to go to the 
mall and buy new items by providing 
our customers with gently used goods 
at very reasonable prices.

Thank you to all of our donors, 
customers and staff who have made 
the last 90 years a huge success.  
Here’s to the next 90!

Council Thrift Celebrates 90 Years

R EC YC L E

If you don’t wear it anymore, give it a second life and donate it to  
COUNCIL THRIFT.

Your donations of gently used fashion and furniture helps NCJW/LA provide services for  
at-risk women, children and families throughout our Los Angeles community.

We pick up and provide tax-deductible itemized receipts.

www.ncjwla.org

800-400-6259

8 Convenient Locations



Continuing the Commitment
NCJW/LA’s Annual Clothing Giveaway Provides Clothes to Thousands

On Sunday morning, December 7, NCJW/LA invited in-need and at-risk men, women 
and children to select from over 75,000 pieces of clothing, children’s books 
and stuffed animals. In keeping with our mission to improve the quality of life for our 
community, attendees were also able to receive information from local social service 
providers at the Community Resource Fair. 

NCJW/LA’s eight 
Council Thrift 
Shops provided 
the clothing to 
hand out to over 
2,000 individuals 
and families. 

Many attendees learned of the event 
through local community service 
agencies, homeless, and domestic 
violence victim shelters. Over 250 
volunteers donated their time to 
make this event possible. NBC4 
News Weathercaster Fritz Coleman 
lent a hand again this year as one 
of our amazing volunteers, as did 
Councilmember Paul Koretz and  
City Attorney Mike Feuer.  
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In addition to providing the  
clothing for the Annual Clothing 
Giveaway, Council Thrift Shops fund 
NCJW/LA’s community programs 
that assist women children, and 
families. The programs include a free 
Counseling Talkline (877-655-3807), 
Women Helping Women Community 
Counseling & Support Services, 
and Women Helping Children Art & 
Literacy Programs for Youth.

“It is difficult to know that 
this is still such a needed 
service for so many. But all 
the volunteers, staff and 
community members who 
are here on this day are so 
happy to help members of 
our community. It is a great 
day when you see the smiling 
faces—knowing that in this 
small way we have touched 
their lives and made a 
difference.” 

Shelli Dodell 
NCJW/LA Board President

NCJW/LA’s Annual Clothing Giveaway Provides Clothes to Thousands

Special thanks to the following local businesses that donated water to our clothing 
giveaway volunteers: Next time you’re in any of these locations, please be sure 
to thank the managers for their support. It’s important for them to know we 
acknowledge their contributions and in exchange we will patronize them.

7-Eleven West Hollywood—Curson store

Nestle Waters

Ralph’s Market West Hollywood

Rite-Aid West Hollywood La Brea store

The Santa Monica/La Brea Gateway

West Hollywood Target

West Hollywood Whole Foods

Additional Thanks to:

Assemblymember Richard Bloom and his staff

The Bagel Broker and Western Bagel for our breakfasts

Councilmember Paul Koretz for all he does to make  
this event happen
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Empower Yourself All Year Long

NCJW/LA Supported Bills Passed into Law
By September 30, Governor Brown had signed several of the bills NCJW/LA 
supported and lobbied for into law. These bills included: AB 1014, a gun violence 
prevention bill that will create a system of temporary gun possession restraining 
orders for mental health reasons, preventing cases like the Isla Vista Shooting;  
SB 1053, a reproductive justice bill that will improve access to the full range of FDA 
approved methods of contraception for all insured women in California without cost 
sharing, delays or denial of coverage; and SB 477, an anti-human trafficking bill that 
will strengthen the regulation of foreign labor contractors and employers who recruit 
foreign workers to better protect non-citizens authorized to work in the U.S. from 
trafficking and labor exploitation.

NCJW/LA Pro-Active in a Protest of the New Hobby Lobby 
Store in Burbank 
The protest was titled Hobby Lobby & Contraception: What skeletons does Hobby 
Lobby have in its closet? NCJW/LA had the largest contingency of volunteers at the 
protest, which was organized by the Reproductive Justice Coalition of Los Angeles, 
of which we are active members.

Human Trafficking Outreach Project is Making a Difference 
We led a training at the Methodist Church in Burbank in September and another at 
Temple Ahavat Torah in Brentwood in November. Our volunteers are going door-to-
door to stop human trafficking in LA County through the poster outreach project. 
On Sunday, April 12, 2015 we will be co-hosting our first Seder specifically about 
human trafficking. The Seder aims to raise awareness and connect the issue of 
modern-day slavery with the history of Passover. 

Our Legislative Working Groups continue to work hard to raise awareness 
and promote policies that combat domestic violence, human trafficking, and gun 
violence and to fight for reproductive justice, children’s rights, and healthcare reform. 
In November, our Gun Violence Prevention Working Group member Jane Hirsch 
published an op-ed in the Jewish Journal to raise awareness about the new law we 
supported. The op-ed was titled: Restraining Orders on Gun Possession May be a New 
Way to Stop the Killing.

Get Involved
This is an ideal time to get involved with our Legislative Working Groups or our Anti-
Human Trafficking Community Seder Committee. Email maya@ncjwla.org to sign up.

Participants at the Hobby Lobby Protest

8  National Council of Jewish Women/Los Angeles

LEGISLATIVE ACTION: LEARNING, LOBBYING, AND ADVOCATING

Annual Life Transitions 
Workshops for Women 
Continues to be Very 
Successful
In September, over 70 women 
joined us to share stories, tools, 
and ideas with each other 
on their own life transitions. 
With nine breakout sessions, 
professional facilitators, Zumba, 
and story-sharing during lunch, 
the participants left our building 
feeling connected, empowered, 
and inspired to make the changes 
they needed to get through their 
life transitions with greater ease.  
Life Transitions Workshops also 
help community members meet 
new friends and create new 
support networks.

Life Transitions Participant dancing in 
Zumba session

Participants of Life Transitions Workshops 
for Women
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Women’s Health 
Reshet hosts women’s health 
lectures every quarter to teach 
community members everything 
they need to know to take good 
care of their health. In October, 
over 45 people came to hear Dr. 
Zaldy S. Tan of UCLA give a talk on 
The Aging Brain and Memory. His 
talk was educational and motivated 
participants to be proactive in 
taking care of their health and that 
of their loved ones. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  
Jewish Women’s Conference is Coming Soon
The 4th Annual Jewish Women’s Conference is taking place on March 1, 2015 
at UCLA’s Covel Commons. We are thrilled to announce our Keynote Speaker: 
Ruth Messinger, President of American Jewish World Service. The conference’s 
theme this year is: Living the Life You Want to Live at Any Age. Our workshop 
and panel topics include:
Your Body is Your Home: Build it Well 
LeadHERship: Pursuing Dreams and Overcoming Obstacles
Say it Like You Mean It! Empower Yourself through Public Speaking
Keys to Successfully Starting Your Own Business
Financing Your Dream Life
Redefining, Reinventing, Rebooting Your Career
Today’s Women in the Jewish World
Judaism, Sexuality, and Gender
Personal Growth and Spirituality: The Discovery of Self
Diversity in the Jewish Family

Tickets will be on sale beginning February 1, 2015 for $72 for regular 
admission, $20 for students, and $54 for seniors over 70. Sign up for our email 
list to get information on pre-registration discounts. More information can be 
found at www.jwcsc.org. 

Get Involved
Email maya@ncjwla.org to volunteer with or learn about any of Reshet’s programs.

Board Members Donna Benjamin and 
Sylvia Brown with Dr. Tan

Young Professionals Initiative 
Our Young Professionals Initiative held our 4th Happy Hour in November at 
the Robert Kuo Showroom. Rachel Resnick, our Director of Women Helping 
Children, spoke about Making a Difference in a Day. Manilynn Disuanco of 
Team TAG spoke on job interview tips and tools. Team TAG sponsored the 
Happy Hour. We also launched our new Young Professionals Leadership 
Circle, an opportunity for young professionals to gain leadership skills while 
giving back to NCJW/LA. 

FOURTH ANNUAL

Educate. 

Empower.

Inspire.

Creating the life you 
want to live at any age.
Network, learn, and make a difference 
with multigenerational Jewish women 
from all over Southern California.

Sunday, March 1, 2015

UCLA Covel Commons
Los Angeles

www.jwcsc.org  
323-852-8536
info@jwcsc.org

SAVE THE DATE

JWC is presented by NCJW/LA’s Reshet: Jewish 
Women’s Network, NA’AMAT USA/Western Area,  
and Women’s International Zionist Organization 
Los Angeles. It is sponsored by Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center, Iris Cantor-UCLA Women’s 
Health Center, Amy and Jeffrey P. Straus, Talma 
Zelitzki, Hillside Memorial Park and Mortuary, 
CPEhr, and many others.

Happy Hour Hosts

#jewishwomensconference



Member News and Events

membership & outreach

Vista Val Division
Each Monday offers a variety of opportunities to socialize, learn and be part 
of the NCJW/LA membership through the following Special Interest Groups: 
Woman to Woman, Movie Group, Book Group, World Affairs, and Jewish 
Studies.  More information is available in Vista Val’s monthly bulletin. 

Meetings of Vista Val Division are held on Mondays at Temple Judea 
in Tarzana. The General Meeting is held the third Monday of each month at 
9:30am and includes a speaker or special program.  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Life Member Tea 
Sunday, January 11, 2015 
3:00pm — Chado Tea Room

Volunteer Recognition Dinner 
Wednesday, February 25, 2015  
6:00pm

Annual Women’s Seder 
Wednesday, April 8, 2015 – 6:00pm

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, June 7, 2015 – 11:00am

For more information regarding 
these programs please call Carrie 
Jacoves, Director of Development and 
Membership at 323-852-8512 or 
carrie@ncjwla.org.

WOMEN MAKING  
A DIFFERENCE  
Mitzvot & Merlot

We are married and single, mothers 
and daughters. Join us to make an impact, 
make new friends and aid our community 
through NCJW/LA community service 
projects for women, children and families.

There are four chapters to choose 
from: The City, Agoura Hills, Encino/
Sherman Oaks and the Santa Clarita 
Valley. Additionally, we are working to 
create another West Valley chapter for 
volunteers who are in their 40s and 50s. If 
you are interested in becoming an active 
member of any of these dynamic groups 
of women, please contact Carrie Jacoves.

Council Art Gallery
Visitors, staff and board have enjoyed various art exhibits throughout the year. We 
are extremely lucky to have the space to display art work of very talented local 
artists. We hope you continue to attend the Opening Receptions and enjoy the art 
throughout the duration of the exhibits.

GETTING TO KNOW A MEMBER
National Council of Jewish Women/Los Angeles can mean 
different things to different people. Membership Chair, Pamela 
Brown profile our members so that you can get to know them 
and the volunteer opportunities that they participate in.

Helen Davidov has been a member of NCJW/LA since 
2012 and became a Life Member in 2013. She also joined 
the Board in 2013 (at the same time as having twins) and 
is currently the Vice President of Development. Helen and I 
spoke—where else?—at Council House, following a planning meeting for the Life 
Members’ Tea. 

What’s been your most rewarding volunteer opportunity?
The Talkline. It’s one of the hardest things I have done in life, but it’s amazingly 
gratifying. You don’t solve their problems, but you help callers learn how to solve 
them on their own. 

Do you shop at Council Thrift? 
YES!!! I love my finds. I always feel like it’s a reward to go in there. There are so 
many great items and when you find something that you have been admiring, and 
it’s a perfect fit for you, it’s such a great feeling.

I know you find volunteering rewarding, but tell me about a time when 
you had lots of fun. 
I particularly loved an evening with Women Making a Difference in Calabasas. We 
made back to school bags for kids in need and it was artsy and fun. I met a lot of 
wonderful ladies joining together for the mitzvah. 

What do you want everyone to know about Council?
NCJW/LA is such a well-rounded organization that covers so many aspects of 
life that need improvement. Council is not afraid to roll up our sleeves and get in 
the dirt. We want to make a positive impact on this world and we’re about action, 
not just words. 
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The National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) is a 
grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates 
who turn progressive ideals into action. Inspired by 
Jewish values, NCJW strives for social justice by 
improving the quality of life for women, children, 
and families and by safeguarding individual rights 
and freedoms. NCJW’s Los Angeles Section has 
been at the forefront of social change for over 100 
years and represents more than 2,500 members 
and supporters in Los Angeles. National Council 
of Jewish Women/Los Angeles directly improves 
and enhances the lives of over 15,000 individuals 
in-need through Women Helping Women Community 
Counseling and Support Services and Women 
Helping Children Art and Literacy Programs for 
Youth. NCJW/LA provides programs and services 
with the support of 500 volunteers each year.



National Council of Jewish Women/Los Angeles is grateful to all those who 
support our vital community services through Tributes. This is a wonderful way  
to honor and recognize the people in your life.

In Memory Of From

Gary Clement Ellen Michel
Fania Fontak Janet Sasson
Allan Freeman Ellen and Gary Michel
Dr. Doug Galen’s grandmother Toni and Don Goldstein
Mimi Goldstein Barry and Ellie Goldstein
Marlene Guttenberg Geraldine Moscowitz
Irv Levin Ellen and Gary Michel
Trudi Rabiner Suzie and Jim Ulmer
Davia Rivka’s father NCJW/LA Board and Staff
Sylvia Schulman Elayne and Arnold Barco
Sylvia Schulman Elizabeth Gans
Sylvia Schulman Pearle Rae and Mark Levey
Sylvia Schulman Susan and Ed Meltzer
Sylvia Schulman Ellen-Jayne Oshins
Sylvia Schulman Janet W. Polizzi
Sylvia Schulman Joyce Rose
Sylvia Schulman Roz Bloom Snyder
Sylvia Schulman Ruth Solomon
Sylvia Schulman Edith Weinberger
Sylvia Schulman Louise A. Ziff
Jerilyn Stapleton’s stepson NCJW/LA Advocacy Committee

In Honor Of From 

Jean Dobrin Ruth Williams
Rachel Erdman Muriel Mines

Tributes

Carole Barnett
Rob Bergstein

Veronique Briggs
Susan Capin

Jenny Delaney
Rachel Donaldson

Marilyn Eaton
Debi Eisenberg

Judy Fisher
Helen Fishman

Felice Ganz
Karen Hanen
Kelley Jones

Shelley Lawrence
Karen Maurise

Nell Narczewski
Amy O’Reilly
Teresa Parker
Fran Pilgreen
Janet Sasson
Janet Scharf
Sheri Schrier

Shelly Shapiro
Angela Shelley
Aryna Swope

Barbara Tabachnick
Anna Taylor
Lilith Terry

Ann Viksman
Lynn Wallace

Jeremy Williams
Yvonne Winchell
Karen Wollons
Martha Zeitlin

 
Life Member 

Anna Fuchs

New Members

Annual Members

National Council of Jewish 
Women/Los Angeles is 
extremely grateful for the 
annual donations that we 
receive that assist our organization 
to make a difference in the lives 
of many women, children and 
families. Sometimes we get very 
special donations such as this one 
from a student at the Brawerman 
Elementary School.  
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National Council of Jewish Women has a set of Five Tribute Cards for 
a donation of $90. You will then have the ease to send out a tribute 
personally. Or you can continue to contact our offices (323-852-8518)  
to make a donation and a tribute will be sent at any time.

Commemorate a celebration, landmark, or memorial with a  
tax-deductible gift.

To send a Tribute: Call 323-852-8518 or  
visit: ncjwla.org/support-us/tributes

Dear NCJW/LA,
One of the birthday traditions in my 
second grade class is to choose an 
organization that is important to me 
and have students donate money. 
In honor of my birthday, I decided 
to share the money we raised with 
NCJW/LA because there are kids who 
don’t have anuf money and stuf for 
school.

Love, Noa and the Brawerman East 
second grade class.



NCJW/LA Council House 
543 N. Fairfax Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90036
323-651-2930
info@ncjwla.org
www.ncjwla.org

Free Counseling Talkline
877-655-3807

Council Thrift Shops
Donations/Pickup
800-400-6259
www.councilthrift.com

Advocacy  
323-852-8503
advocacy@ncjwla.org

Development 
323-852-8512
development@ncjwla.org

Legislative & Community 
Engagement
323-852-8536
legaction@ncjwla.org

Membership 
323-852-8512
membership@ncjwla.org

Reshet 
323-852-8536
reshet@ncjwla.org

Scholarships 
323-852-8515
scholarship@ncjwla.org

Tributes 
323-852-8518
info@ncjwla.org

Volunteer Opportunities 
323-852-8512
volunteer@ncjwla.org

Women Helping Children 
323-852-8505
whc@ncjwla.org

Women Helping Women  
323-852-8515
whw@ncjwla.org

Women Making a 
Difference  
323-852-8512
wmd@ncjwla.org

Membership Form  GET INVOLVED!

NCJW/LA’s mission is to create social change through our advocacy, social and community services. We cannot do 
this alone. We appreciate your support as a member. Please invite a family member or friend to join.

Rates and Levels:   Life Member $350  Annual Member $60   Senior Member (65+) $35 

  Full-Time College Student Member $18  Couple $100

Name  __________________________________________ Amount enclosed: ____________________________________

Address ________________________________________  Check (make payable to NCJW/LA)

City ____________________________________________  Bill my credit card:   Visa  Mastercard

Email ___________________________________________ Card number  _______________________________________

Home phone_____________________________________ Security code (3 or 4 digits) _______  Exp. Date ___________

Cell phone ______________________________________ Signature ___________________________________________

Work phone _____________________________________ Questions? Call the Membership Dept. at 323-852-8512

Please mail this form and your payment to: NCJW/LA, 543 N. Fairfax Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90036

Tax ID# 95-1641433

The Update Newsletter is published three times a year by the National Council of Jewish Women, Los Angeles Section.

Your NCJW/LA membership connects you with a network of courageous and compassionate 
individuals who work together to improve the quality of life for women, children and families. As a 
member you have the opportunity to enjoy programs and events that keep you informed, educated 
and entertained. Volunteer on NCJW/LA committees. Speak out on public policy issues. Enhance 
your personal and professional skills, meet new people and build new friendships.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Shelli Dodell 

Vice Presidents
Pamela Brown  
Membership

Suzanne Buckholtz  
Women Making a Difference

Helen Davidov 
Development

Cipra Nemeth  
Legislative & Community Engagement

Silvia Perchuk 
Women Helping Children

Leanore Saltz 
Council Thrift

Nancy Scher 
Women Helping Women

Ruth Zeitzew 
Advocacy 

Secretary 
Anita Aratow 

Parliamentarian 
Peggy Schwartz

Treasurer
C. Jean Pearlstein 

Directors: Donna Benjamin, 
Deborah Berger, Sylvia Brown, 
Gail Cohen, Lorraine Joffe, 
Peggy Shapiro, Merle Siegel, 
Lotte Sohn, Amy Straus,  
Marilyn Szatmary,  
Renée Tener-Hertzberg

Executive Director
Hillary Selvin

543 N. Fairfax Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90036

COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY


